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Part 1: FRANCE: THE MODERNISATION AND ITS LIMITS Chairman

The Second Empire: Historiographical Inventory and Advances. Summary Report on the
Preconferences of Hangzhou and Paris

Napoleon III: between Saint-Simonian Vision and Imperial Legacy

The question of Saint-Simonism in the problematic of the “Liberal Empire”

The French Peasantry and the Second Empire

Lyon silk manufactures and the silk market in China and Japan during the Second Empire

The birth of a large modern company: Parent & Schaken, future Fives-Lille

The invention of a new industrial metal: aluminium during the Second Empire

Part 2: FRANCE IN THE WORLD: RESISTIBLE IMPERIALIST AMBITIONS? Chairman

The action of the Second Empire in Egypt, Lebanon and the Ottoman Empire from the point of
view of the British press (Times, Manchester Guardian, Economist)

The Second Empire: a colonial historiography in progress. New perspectives on the “Empire of the
Empire”

La Marine impéniale dans PExpédition de Chine (1857-1860)

France and the German Confederation - the economic and diplomatic choices of Napoleon ITI at
the time of the Austro-Prussian conflict (1860-1866)

The lost illusions or the audience of F L. Rieger with Napoleon III




¢ la question polonaise sous le Second Empire
e La Pologne au coeur de la recomposition des relations internationales en 1863
¢ Discussant

ABSTRACT

The project takes stock of the current state of international research on the Second French Empire, a period
that has long been misjudged. In China, however, there is a clear revival of interest in the history of France. It
1s therefore judicious to compare the work of Chinese specialists with that of their French, European or North
American counterparts. Institutional and military issues will be addressed. Social history will play an important
role, particularly from the point of view of demographic, production and consumption behaviour. The
achievements and limits of "Haussmannisation" will also be measured, and the progress of education and
science will be highlighted, without neglecting literature, photography, the plastic arts and music.

The Second Empire was a period of great international influence for France. The regime gave powerful support
to the nationalities movement. It developed its influence in the Balkans, opposed and then drew closer to
Russia, and intervened in the Ottoman Empire. If Napoleon III helps Egypt to build the Suez Canal, his
ambitions also push him to intervene in America (support for the Confederates during the Civil War,
mtervention in Mexico). These imperialist ambitions are also colonial. France intervened in China, where
Lyon's business community was interested in silk, falled in Korea and Japan, but established itself in
Cochinchina and Annam, extended a protectorate over Cambodia, and negotiated with Siam. It obtained
significant results in Senegal. Above all, the Second Empire developed Algeria economically, where Napoleon
IIT advocated the "Arab kingdom". France owed this international influence to its engineers: often influenced
by the Saint-Simonians, they covered Furope with railways.
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