
 1 

Joint Sessions 

TITLE 
Religions and Globalisation since the Turn of the 19th Century 
SESSION CODE 
JS04 
DATE TIME 
Wednesday, August 24th / 14.00-17.30 
ORGANIZERS 
Charles Mercier; Ruth Harris 
PLACE 
Collegium Minus, Sala Senatu 

• fundamentalism 

• global-history 

• globalization 

• humanitarianism 

• interfaith-movement 

• philanthropy 

• religion 

• religious-studies 

• universalism 

PAPERS 

• From Traditional to Orthodox? The Impact of Transnational Migration on Middle Eastern and 
North African Jews after 1945 

• Catholics and Globalisation 
• Islam’s Empire of Humanity 
• One Human Family under God? Building Interreligious Relations through Social and Political 

Activism (1940s-1970s) 
• How did India Become the Guru to the World? 
• Discussion and concluding remarks 

ABSTRACT 

Because the final stages of globalisation have been defined by the combined vision of ‘modernization’ and 
‘secularization’, religion has often been neglected in the contemporary history of globalisation. For many 
historians, globalisation has been driven by economic factors since the turn of the 19th century, and above all 
by the expansive dynamics of capitalism. More recently, however, new work in the study of global Christianity, 
Islam, and Judaism, and the international reach of Buddhism and Hinduism, have forced historians to rethink 
these conceptual models, and to recognise that religion also contributed importantly to turn the world into a 
“single place”. 

 
This panel will draw together historians from different countries to explore these themes and deepen our 
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understanding of the relationships between globalisation and religion. It will include contributions on global 
Christianity, Hinduism, Islam, Buddhism, Judaism and the interfaith movement. 
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